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Introduction

The beginning of a wound is disruption of the stratum corneum of the epidermis; the final healing
of a wound is the return of the fully functional stratum corneum. Much has been learned about the

development and maintenance of the epidermis in the last several years. Additionally, research is

revealing ways to enhance and restore the function of impaired skin. Through the use of nourishing

topical agents, such as Olivamine*, the skin can be treated and restored to full function, enabling the

skin to be the very effective barrier it is meant to be. A healthy epidermis is flexible yet strong, able to
fight off invading organisms and is able to recover and heal after inflammatory and mechanical insults.

Endermic nourishment of the skin that is exposed to external factors will help to prevent the

development of wounds. Skin that is newly healed is also susceptible to damage and requires treatment

and ongoing maintenance to again attain durability. Conditions that lead to impaired skin include

photo and chronological aging, eczema and other inflammatory dermatoses, arterial insufficiency,

venous stasis, lymphedema, injury to the peri-wound skin, incontinence, fissuring, and cracking.

Epidermis
One purpose of the epidermis is to build a fully functional and capablestratum corneum. These
functions include building a strong, flexible, and mature corneocyte proteins as well as abundant

intracellular lipid layers. The skin is the largest organ of the body and is the primary line of defense

against chemical, environmental, infectious and mechanical stressors. Orderly maturation of the

epidermis is essential for a normal stratum corneum. This visible organ, reflecting the general health

of the person, is metabolically very active with biosensors and responds to many stimuli including

humidity and chemicals. Average turnover rate for the epidermis is 39 days.A fully functional and

mature epithelium is the ultimate defense of our bodies. Compromise to this line of defense is

considered significant in ability to cause damage.

*OlivamineTM Containing Products, RemedyTM,from Medline Industries, Inc. Mundelein, IL
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